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conquest, and that after the Penal Code was drawn
they took a quarter of a century to consider whether
it should be passed into law or not

The Indian Succession Act (X. of 1865) is a remark-
able piece of legislation.    It is due both in substance
and form to the Indian Law Commission which sat
in England.    It codifies the law relating to the effect
of death and marriage upon succession to property,
and the law relating to wills.    As it is confined in its
operation to persons who are subject to no personal
law,  that  is to say, to persons who  are   neither
Europeans, Muhammadans, Hindus, Parsis, nor na-
tives whose affairs are regulated by any other native
custom, its immediate practical importance is certainly
small, but it may by degrees become a law of the very
highest and most general importance.   If any con-
siderable number of natives should  ever  abandon
their old creeds and marry under the Marriage Act
of 1872,  their  property  would   be   distributed on
their deaths  according to the  Succession Act, and
their testamentary powers would be regulated by its
provisions.    These two Acts, indeed, taken together,
provide what the  French  call an 6tat civile for all
persons who are dissatisfied with the native systems
of personal law, and may thus become in time funda-
mental laws regulating the most important interests
of a large part of the population.    The Succession
Act is in itself no interference with native laws or
customs, but its importance depends upon  the fact
that, for the reasons which  I  have already given,
it   is  obvious   that   native   customs must   be  ex-